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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

051691 

O 032340Z JUL 75 

FM AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7386 

INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET MANAGUA 2602 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, HO, NU 

SUBJECT: DISTURBANCES IN HONDURAS AS AS RELATED BY PRESIDENT 
SOMOZA 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 2856 

1. PRESIDENT SOMOZA INVITED ME TO LUNCHEON TODAY TO DISCUSS 
AT SOME LENGTH THE SITUATION IN HONDURAS WHICH HE VIEWS WITH 
CONSIDERABLE CONCERN. SOMOZA SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN BRIEFED 
IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO LUNCHEON BY AN UNNAMED INDIVIDUAL FROM 
HONDURAS WHO WAS FULLY KNOWLEDGEABLE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION. 

2.SOMOZA SAID THAT THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 600 PEOPLE IN- 
VOLVED IN ACTIVE "REVOLT" AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT, AND THAT HIS 
INFORMATION WAS THAT THESE WERE BEING LED OR INFILTRATED BY 10 
OR 15 COMMUNISTS, PROBABLY FROM CUBA, AND FEDEYEEN, EITHER 
TRAINED IN, OR FROM, THE MIDDLE EAST. SOMOZA SAID THAT 
BRIDGES WERE BEING DYNAMITED, AS WERE LANDING STRIPES 
AND ROAD, AND THAT THESE "REVOLUTIONARIES" WERE APPARENTLY 
BEING SUPPLIED FROM OUTSIDE WITH WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION EITHER 
BY SEA OR BY AIR. 

3. IT WILL BE NOTED THAT THE INFORMATION FURNISHED BY SOMOZA IS 
MUCH MORE SIMILAR TO PRESS REPORTS AS REPORTED IN REFTEL THAN 
ARE STATEMENTS MADE TO EMBASSY BY GW-LT. COL. BODDEN. 
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4. SOMOZA SAID THAT HE WAS INFORMED THAT THE SOCIAL CHRISTIANS 
WERE "INVOLVED'' IN THIS ACTION AND THAT THEY HAD "PULLED IN" CERTAIN 
MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY. HE SAID THAT HIS LATEST INFORMATION IN 
DICATED THAT APPROXIMATELY 45 PEOPLE HAD BEEN KILLED. HE FURTHER 
SAID THAT INFORMATION REACHING HIM INDICATED THAT PADRE CASIMIRO 
WAS DEAD. 

5. SOMOZA WENT ON TO ELABORATE ON THE PROBLEM IN HONDURAS 

BY SAYING THAT WITH THE LT. COLONELS IN CONTROL, BASICALLY A SITUATION 

EXISTED WHERE THE GOVERNMENT HAD "17 PRESIDENTS ", AND THAT THIS 
MADE IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR DECISIONS TO BE TAKEN AND EXECUTED. 
HE SAID THAT HIS BEST ESTIMATE WAS THAT OF THE 17 LT. COLONELS, 1 1 
WERE RESONABLY STABLE INDIVIDUALS, AND 6 WERE PERUVIAN TYPE 
LEFTISTS. HE SAID THAT THE ONSEJO DE DEFENSA WAS IN ALMOST 
CONSTANT SESSION, BUT THAT HE BELIEVED THAT OUT OF THIS CHAOTIC 
SITUATION THERE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY COME A LEADER WHO WOULD 
DOMINATE THE SITUATION AND BE ABLE TO RETURN ORDER TO THE 
COUNTRY. HE SAID THAT IN HIS OPINION, LOPEZ WAS RULED OUT AS 
A POSSIBLE LEADER FOR VARIOUS REASONS. THAT MELGAR WAS SIMPLY 
NOT CAPABLE OF ASSUMING SUCH A ROLE, AND THAT A THIRD INDIVIDUAL 
WOULD PROBABLY EMERGE SHORTLY. 

6. SOMOZA INDICATED THAT HE HAD COORDINATED THE PROBLEM OF 
HONDURAS WITH GUATEMALA PRESIDENT LAUGERUD AND THAT BOTH HE 
AND LAUGERUD WERE WATCHING THE SITUATION IN HONDURAS WITH 
EXTREME CAUTION. 

SHELTON 



SECRET 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, POLITICAL SITUATION, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MANAGU02602 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750231-0943 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750788/aaaadarw.tel 

Line Count: 89 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 75 TEGUCIGALPA 2856 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 SEP 2003 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <06 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DISTURBANCES IN HONDURAS AS AS RELATED BY PRESIDENT SOMOZA 
TAGS: PFOR, HO, NU, US, (SOMOZA DEBAYLE, ANASTASIO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




